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MANIFESTO  

"Interfaith Dialogue as a Way to Deactivate Dynamics of Hatred"* 

1st Conference of the Catalan-speaking Network of Organizations for Interfaith Dialogue 

Barcelona, April 6, 2013 

The representatives of the member organizations of the Network, regarding the 

growing concern about widespread attitudes and actions of incitement to hatred and 

intolerance, allegedly for reasons of identity or diversity of religions and convictions 

(anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, Christianophobia , Atheophobia, etc.) proclaim that:  

- Interreligious dialogue offers respect, understanding, prevention of conflict, 

acceptance and visibility of the Other. This creates a more cohesive, peaceful 

and efficient society. 

- No identities are totally open or totally closed, but we all include aspects of 

opening and closing. Any identity is in progress, which requires self-awareness 

and a capacity for self-criticism. This lucid look about oneself is the starting 

point to avoid any projection of our own shortcomings on others. 

 

- Wounds and fears create closing minds, which lead to defensive attitudes. We 

must overcome them to open up to others and feel that this openness liberates 

us. If we are free, we will also be liberating.  

 

- There are people behind religions: We must rediscover the humanity of 

religion. This human condition involves realizing that there is a very important 

link between spirituality and psychology (individually and internally), as well as 

between spirituality and sociology (collectively and externally). Our personal 

shortcomings significantly affect the way we live our religion, and the 

challenges of interfaith dialogue. By knowing and understanding the source of 

our personal troubles that stem from a closed identity, we will be able to 

properly manage them and encourage openness in us and in those around us. 

 

- We all have the right to choose the tradition, belief or conviction that, in good 

conscience, we believe it is the most adequate one for us. This is our choice and 

our freedom. 
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- We want to approach the Ultimate Mystery with humility and receptivity, in 

order not to pin down God (or Ultimate Reality) to what we believe it is, and 

accept that others may have other ideas about this Mystery. 

 

- We consider necessary to build alternative values to relationships of 

domination that come from patriarchy and are expressed in ways of relating 

between men and women, and live according to them. We also need to avoid 

the alienation of any person who is seen as different. 

 

- We need to cultivate open identities, deepen and strengthen our capacity for 

listening and understanding, expanding our ability to interpret and sympathize. 

We must make an effort to know others and their cultures. Attitudes of 

tolerance and empathy need to be fostered, including hospitality, welcoming, 

love, integration and promotion of a culture of peace.  

 

- Tolerance is necessary but it is only a first step. Further deepening in 

forgiveness, compassion, love and communion is much needed.  

 

- We want to deepen the educational dialogue: explain and foster common 

ground between religious traditions and values of non-religious convictions, as 

well as respect differences, especially with the normalization of religious 

culture.  We also need to develop a new global consciousness based on 

transculturality and interculturalism. To do this, we must know the existing 

resources and develop new forms of communication and networking in this 

knowledge-based society. 

 

- We need to promote education that balances masculine and feminine aspects 

of every person, overcoming gender roles and enhancing critical awareness 

both at school, in religious communities, in families and in the media, who 

should develop a code of ethics and respect in this regard. 

- Thought and dialogue must be reflected in action: There is an inconsistency 

between theoretical discourses, laws, etc... and the experience and values of 

everyday life. We must take responsibility, both individually and collectively, so 

that our lives reflect the values we defend. Interactions should be encouraged 

to start joint projects. 

 

- We propose the foundation of a House of Religions, which should visualise the 

common aspirations of all traditions, on the basis of a decentralized, network-

based structure that would allow the participation of local groups.   

 

- We think that religious traditions, particularly those in the minority, too often 

receive inadequate treatment in the media for lack of knowledge. We call 

media professionals for greater care to avoid stereotyping, group profiling or 

simplistic views, which are opposed to the building of mutual understanding 

and feed forms of hatred and prejudice. 

* This manifesto will be presented by the member organizations of the Catalan-speaking 
Network for Interfaith Dialogue in their territories, as well as publicly by its coordinating 
Board. 


